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 • M
ore Privatisation 

• EU ‘Battle Groups’ 
• M

ore spending on 
   W

arfare Not Health Care

VOTE NO To the Lisbon Treaty

Do w
ant you m

ore privatisation, m
ore ‘battle groups’, 

m
ore spending on w

arfare and not healthcare?
N

o?... Then find out w
hat is in the EU

 Lisbon Treaty
In 2008, the Irish w

ill the only people in Europe w
ho get to vote on 

the Lisbon Treaty
The governm

ent claim
s that it am

ounts to a series of ‘house-keeping changes’ and is 
not really im

portant. B
ut this is untrue.  

The Treaty is substantially the sam
e as the EU

 constitution that w
as rejected by the 

populations of France and H
olland.  Even B

ertie A
hern has adm

itted that w
hen he 

said that ‘90 percent of the EU
 constitution is still there’

A
m

ong the m
ajor changes that the Lisbon Treaty w

ill bring are 
• 

A
 requirem

ent on m
em

ber states to increase m
ilitary spending. 

 
A

rticle  27 –3 states that ‘M
em

ber states shall undertake progressively to  
 

im
prove their m

ilitary capabilities’ 
• 

A legal requirem
ent, forcing m

em
ber states to m

ake troops available  
 

for EU
 battle groups (A

rticle 27- 3) 
• 

A
 ‘solidarity clause’ that can be invoked if one m

em
ber state is subject to 

 
a terrorist attack. W

hile solidarity is laudable, B
ush’s attack on Iraq show

s  
 

how
 cynical politician can use such clauses to involve others in w

ars against  
 

innocent civilians. 
• 

A
 fast-track system

 w
hereby the C

om
m

ission can conduct negotiations w
ith  

 
agencies such as the W

orld Trade O
rganisation to prom

ote  ‘the achieve- 
 

m
ent of uniform

ity in m
easures of liberalisation’  This is code for m

ore   
 

privatisation. R
em

em
ber how

 the EU
 w

as invoked to privatise A
er Lingus. 

• 
G

reater pow
ers to an undem

ocratic EU
 super-state to dictate. O

ur schools  
 

have already been told they w
ill have to pay for w

ater charges bills because  
 

of an EU
 W

ater-fram
e w

ork directive! 
• 

B
ans on State A

id for public services under certain circum
stances.

The Irish w
ill be voting on behalf of the other 450 m

illion population of Europe. 
So w

e are duty bound to find out w
hat is really in this Treaty. 

A
nd then Vote N

o to privatisation, m
ore m

ilitary spending and an EU
 Super-state.

If you w
ant to know

 m
ore about the Lisbon Treaty or w

ant to get involved in 
cam

paigning against it, then contact the Socialist W
orkers Party 

By e m
ail:info@

sw
p.ie By phone: 01 8722682 
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